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EARLY, MIDDLE AND
EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION
The Programs
The Department of Early, Middle and Exceptional Education offers:

• Early Childhood & Elementary Education, M.Ed. (https://
catalog.millersville.edu/graduate/college-education-human-services/
early-middle-exceptional-education/early-childhood-education-med/)

• Early Childhood Education Post-Baccalaureate Certification (https://
catalog.millersville.edu/graduate/college-education-human-services/
early-middle-exceptional-education/early-childhood-education-post-
baccalaureate-certification/)

• ESL Program Specialist Certificate (https://catalog.millersville.edu/
graduate/college-education-human-services/early-middle-
exceptional-education/esl-program-specialist-certificate/)

• Gifted Education, Endorsement (https://catalog.millersville.edu/
graduate/college-education-human-services/early-middle-
exceptional-education/gifted-education-endorsement/)

• Gifted Education, M.Ed. (https://catalog.millersville.edu/graduate/
college-education-human-services/early-middle-exceptional-
education/gifted-education-med/)

• Gifted Education, Post-Baccalaureate Certificate (https://
catalog.millersville.edu/graduate/college-education-human-
services/early-middle-exceptional-education/gifted-education-post-
baccalaureate-certificate/)

• Language & Literacy, M.Ed. - English as a Second Language (https://
catalog.millersville.edu/graduate/college-education-human-services/
early-middle-exceptional-education/language-literacy-med-english-
second-language/)

• Language and Literacy Education, M.Ed. - Reading Specialist (https://
catalog.millersville.edu/graduate/college-education-human-services/
early-middle-exceptional-education/language-literacy-education-
med/)

• Literacy Coaching Endorsement (https://catalog.millersville.edu/
graduate/college-education-human-services/early-middle-
exceptional-education/literacy-coaching-endorsement/)

• Program Specialist-ESL Post-Baccalaureate Certification (https://
catalog.millersville.edu/graduate/college-education-human-services/
early-middle-exceptional-education/program-specialist-esl-post-
baccalaureate-certification/)

• Reading Specialist Certification (https://catalog.millersville.edu/
graduate/college-education-human-services/early-middle-
exceptional-education/reading-specialist-certification/)

• Reading Specialist Post-Baccalaureate Certification (https://
catalog.millersville.edu/graduate/college-education-human-
services/early-middle-exceptional-education/reading-specialist-post-
baccalaureate-certification/)

Burke, Jennifer; Associate Professor
College of Education and Human Services
B.S., Seton Hall University, 2004; M.A., Ibid., 2008; Ph.D., Rutgers
University, 2016

Colabucci, Lesley; Associate Professor
College of Education and Human Services

B.A., University of Maryland, 1992; M.S., University of Wisconsin-Madison,
1994; Ph.D., The Ohio State University, 2004

Heilshorn, Kimberly; Associate Professor
College of Education and Human Services
B.A., Boston College, 1990; M.Ed., Millersville University, 1992; Ed.D.,
Widener University, 2003

Himmele, William; Professor
College of Education and Human Services
B.S., State University of New York at Buffalo, 1988; M.A., Biola University,
1994; Ph.D., Ibid., 2001

Himmele, Persida; Professor
College of Education and Human Services
B.A., State University of New York at Buffalo, 1988; Ed.M., Ibid., 1991;
Ph.D., Biola University, 2001

Hossain, Kazi; Associate Professor
College of Education and Human Services
B.S., Dhaka University (Bangladesh), 1984; M.Ed., Edinboro University of
Pennsylvania, 1991; Ed.D., Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 2000

Hower, Aileen; Associate Professor
College of Education and Human Services
B.A., Bloomsburg University, 1992; M.A., University of Wyoming, 1994;
M.A., The College of New Jersey, 1997; Ed.D., Widener University, 2013

Jackson, Sarah; Assistant Professor
College of Education and Human Services
B.A., University of Puget Sound, 2007; M.F.A., Savannah College of Art
and Design, 2011; M.A., Hollins University, 2014; Ph.D., The Ohio State
University., A.B.D.

Petula, Jason; Associate Professor
College of Education and Human Services
B.S., The Pennsylvania State University, 1995;l M.Ed., Temple University,
1999; M.S., Wilkes University, 2001; Ph.D., The Pennsylvania State
University, 2007

Powers-Costello, Elizabeth; Associate Professor
College of Education and Human Services
B.S., Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania, 1989; M.Ed., Ibid., 1993;
M.Ed., Antioch New England University, 1997; Ph.D., University of North
Carolina, 2007

Shettel, Jennifer; Professor
College of Education and Human Services
B.S.Ed., Millersville University, 1992; M.Ed., The Pennsylvania State
University, 1997; Ed.D., Widener University, 2009

Wolfgang, Charlton; Associate Professor
College of Education and Human Services
B.S., Messiah College, 1993; M.S.Ed., Lebanon Valley College, 2002; Ph.D.,
Drexel University, 2013
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ECHD 511:  3 s.h.  
Early Childhood Education in Today's Society  
An overview of the field of early childhood education. Historical and
philosophical influences on past and current approaches to teaching
young children are traced and analyzed. The developmental needs and
characteristics of the young child, with emphasis on the pre-primary level,
are related to current curriculum programs and practices. Emphasis is
placed on the necessity of using developmentally appropriate learning
materials and teaching strategies. Topical study includes concepts,
definitions, child developmental theories and skills needed by today's
classroom professionals. In lieu of field experiences, appropriate teaching
behavior is modeled by the instructor, and actual classroom occurrences
are examined through Teacher Work Sample (TWS).

ECHD 519:  3 s.h.  
Seminar in Early Childhood Education  
Investigation of contemporary goals of early childhood education.
Provides analysis of organizational plans, classroom environment,
teaching strategies and resources, and noteworthy trends and
innovations. Application to individual situations is stressed. Focus will
vary. Offered periodically.

ECHD 610:  3 s.h.  
Advanced Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment  
This course is designed to prepare students in the areas of curriculum,
instruction, and assessment young learners (i.e., PreK – 4th Grade). The
course will focus on curricular philosophy and theory, approaches to early
childhood education, pedagogical content knowledge, child development,
and assessment of young learners. Current research, practice, and trends
in early childhood education will be considered.

ECHD 611:  3 s.h.  
Affectve and Psychmtr Emphasis  
Investigation of contemporary practices and research pertaining to
the affective and psychomotor development of children, birth to age 8.
Primarily covers emotional growth, socialization, self-concept, aesthetic
awareness, physical growth and perception. Offered annually.

ECHD 613:  3 s.h.  
Home, School, and Community  
Examination of current programs and recommended procedures for
developing communication between home and school. Acquaints
students with community resources and services available to families
and teachers. Opportunities to develop a practical parent-teacher
communication program for an individual teaching situation. Offered
annually.

ECHD 614:  3 s.h.  
Advanced Curriculum in ECHD  
Extension of basic curriculum theory and practice as it applies to
programs for young children. Sources of influence on early childhood
curriculum—such as professional organizations, learning theorists
and historical practice—will be examined. Students analyze and revise
or refine curriculum content and practices in their individual learning
situations. Offered annually.

ECHD 615:  3 s.h.  
Adm and Suprv of Echd Prgrms  
The role of the early childhood program administrator as an educational
leader. Topics include educational decision making; program
development; effective staff supervisory skills; facility management;
funding sources and procedures; advocacy; and health, safety and
nutrition issues. Offered periodically.

ECHD 690:  4.5-9 s.h.  
Graduate Student Teaching  
This course is the student teaching experience for our Early Childhood
Post Baccalaureate teacher candidates. The successful completion of
this student teaching experience is required for all teacher candidates in
order to be certified in the state of Pennsylvania.

ECHD 699:  3-6 s.h.  
Thesis:  
Each student writes and orally defends an individual thesis of some
significance in the field of early childhood education. Prereq: 24 graduate
s.h.


